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GENERAL OCC & WODC REPORT

BURFORD BRIDGE PAVEMENT

We had a further meeting with OCC together with Burford Town Council and Fulbrook PC to review the installation of the pedestrian walkway and the actual placing of the bollards. The work on the walkway has been completed, but there is the need to review the placing of the bollards on both sides of the bridge, as i) the northern bollard’s positioning produces limited passing space and ii) the southern bollard is not correctly placed to keep the HGVs off the walkway.  BTC has agreed to coordinate an aligned proposal from Burford and Fulbrook councils on actions to address this. This may include changing the bollard style and placement, the white lining on bridge, the treatment of south side markings around the traffic lights and signage. 

FLYING OF FLAGS

OCC has now finally confirmed the cost in removing flags from our lamp posts. £80,000 was spent on removing the flags and a further £40,000 on legal costs in making the high court application. This money (£120,000) should have been used to repair the potholes and repairs that our roads so desperately needs and is such a waste of tax payers funds.

WODC:  

 There is now a six-week consultation on WODC draft local plan 2043. This consultation  began on 26th August and will end on 9th October.  I would urge all residents to submit their comments to this consultation on WODC web-site. See link below.

Within the plan, there are various non-strategic site allocations (300 homes or less) and amongst this is the Land South of Sheep St in Burford (Site N / BU3).
Although the development has now been reduced to 30 dwellings compared to the original 70, there is no comment on how the development can deliver the various infrastructure needs to meet WODC requirements. Namely: i) The Development is dependent upon the availability of sufficient waste water treatment capacity (ie sewage). The Burford sewage works is already at full capacity and Thames water does not have the funds to significantly increase capacity;
ii) the Dr’s surgery is at capacity and iii) even 30 homes will probably add at least 60 more cars to the already congested roads in Burford and worsen the already continuing parking problem. For these reasons, I will continue to oppose this development. Both our Government and Councils cannot keep ignoring the contradictions between housing targets and infrastructure capacity.

Please do read the Draft Local Plan, explore the Infrastructure Delivery Plan and supporting evidence, and submit your comments: https://yourvoice.westoxon.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/west-oxfordshire-pre-submission-draft-local-plan-2043 

As we go to press the Government has announced that the Local Government             Re-organisation has been put on hold.
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