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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15
th 

June 2026 

at 7.00pm at St Kenelm’s Hall. 
 

       The Chair welcomed all those present to the meeting.  
       In attendance were:  Cllr. David Haley, Chairman 

Cllr. Christine Eaglestone, Deputy Chairman 

    Cllr. Andrew Cooper 
    Cllr. Paul Lees 
    Cllr. Suzanne Lees 
    Cllr. Laura Sednaoui 
    Cllr. Wendy Usherwood 
    Vanessa Oliveri, Parish Clerk 

    County Cllr. Nick Field-Johnson 
    District Cllr. Liam Walker 
    District Cllr. Paul Marsh 
     

    3 members of the public                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

1. Apologies for Absence – None. 
 

2. Declaration of interest in agenda items – Cllr. S. Lees and Cllr. P. Lees declared an interest in the Art Project – 

Item 11 on the agenda as Cllr. S. Lees had put forward a proposal for an Art Project in the Village. 
 

3. Parishioner’s public participation – None. 
 

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 18
th

 May 2026  
Cllr. Usherwood proposed to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18

th
 May 2026 and      

Cllr. Cooper seconded the proposal. All present at the May meeting were in favour and approved the minutes 
unanimously.   

 

5. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting dated 20
th

 April 2026 
Cllr. Sednaoui proposed to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 20

th
 April 2026 and Cllr. 

Cooper seconded the proposal. All present at the Annual Parish meeting were in favour and approved the 
minutes unanimously. 
 

6. To receive a progress report on actions and review the action log. – The Clerk reported that most items are 
on the agenda for an update apart from: - Item 10 – Cllr Haley had spoken with the Chairman of Asthall Parish 
Council regarding the bright lights installed at The Farmers Dog pub. 15.2 – B & E Skips had been contacted to 
order a skip for the allotment site in October 2026. 19.1 – A meeting to be arranged with the Trustees of Wash 
Meadow when a full set of audited accounts and a summary to date had been received for Councillors to read 
prior to meeting the Trustees. 19.4 – Quote to be received to remove the graffiti from the bridge in Old Minster. 

19.6 –Cllr. Walker agreed to progress the issue with no pavement and no lighting to the bus stop by the A40 
junction on the Brize Norton Road. 
 

7. County Councillor Nick Field-Johnson  
Cllr. Field-Johnson reported that he is now also the WODC Councillor for Burford, Fulbrook and Taynton.  

In this role, his initial focus will be on planning and local housing. He remains firmly committed against large scale 
housing developments for the key reasons of lack of infrastructure and impact on the rural character of the 
District. He is aware of plenty of suitable development sites in his division such as in Carterton including all the 
MOD sites as well as around Brize Norton. 
Whilst canvassing he had received lots of comments regarding the awful condition of the roads in Oxfordshire 
and the multiple re-occurring potholes.  

Burford Town Council has approved for OCC to install and provide a better pedestrian walkway across Burford 
bridge as well as installation of bollards on either side of Burford bridge. 
Oxfordshire County Council has responded to the Government’s request for proposals of Local Government Re-
organisation in the County – with OCC outlining its preferred option for a single County Unitary Council while 
WODC has recommended a two Unitary Authority. 
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8. To receive an update from WODC Councillors Paul Marsh and Liam Walker. 
Cllr. Marsh reported on Hive grant funding being available from WODC for charities and voluntary organisations 
to apply for. Cllr. Marsh to send information to the Clerk for inclusion in the Village News article.  
Cllr. Walker reported that WODC had confirmed that they will not be pursuing using the Brize Norton to 
Curbridge road as a, ‘Quiet Road’ to be used for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Cllr. Walker thanked the Neighbourhood Planning Working Group for arranging the public consultation on the 
Neighbourhood Plan. He raised that there would be some larger planning applications being submitted after the 
summer period. The A40 was planned to be re-surfaced next year. 
 

9. To review planning applications, decisions, and appeals* 
Planning Applications 

Ref: 26/01199/S73 The Horse and Radish, Burford Road, Minster Lovell 
Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 22/01434/FUL to allow a varied range of hut sizes and styles.  
COMMENT: The Parish Council object to this planning application due to the huts being on stilts which  
will raise the height of the huts to an unacceptable level. Moving the huts will mean the exterior lighting will need  
to be moved and there are no drawings detailing where the lights will be positioned on the site and this detail is  
requested from WODC. All of this is behind a Chartist property dating back to 1848 and in an Area of Outstanding  

Natural Beauty which is against the Parish Council’s Planning Policy Statement.  
The lighting will need to be a low light so not to be harmful to the surrounding area. There needs to be enough  
parking provided by the huts. 
Signage at the site – It was noted that planning permission would be required for new signage to the property due  
to have a name change. 
Agenda item for the next Parish Council meeting – Residents had contacted OCC offering to pay for bollards with 

reflective stripping to be installed on the grass verge opposite The Horse and Radish. 
The Clerk to inform WODC Planning Enforcement of a potential planning breach at the Horse and Radish as a 
matter of urgency.  
 
Planning Decisions – None to report since the last Parish Council meeting. 

 

10. Neighbourhood Plan (Cllr. Usherwood) 
10.1 To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan – The Public Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan    
        was very successful with 52 people attending the event. 

 Extensive feedback was gathered, including by 80 ‘post it’ notes on the day. Community First Oxfordshire 
have all of the feedback and will use it to produce a consultation feedback report. 

 Themes were Housing Development, Rural Setting and AONB, Historic Chartist Character and Design, 
Climate and Nature, Infrastructure and Facilities. 

 For the Draft Vision and Objective and Policies 
8 feedback sheets received in hard copy 
2 feedback sheets received via Website 

     
   Initial ‘take away’ from of the consultation event: 

    The Parish Council’s Vision statement would benefit from emphasising and strengthening Charterville and  
   Chartist Heritage as this is what makes the Village unique and worthy of protection. 

    The Neighbourhood Plan covers the entire Parish boundary, but our vision, objectives and policies are  
   concerned with Charterville (The Upper Village) some feedback ask what about Old Minster. 

    Reason for this: 
    Old Minster and Little Minster are in a Conservation Area, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and  
                Cotswold Natural Landscape (CNL). 
                WODC Local Plan, Planning always refers to Minster Lovell ‘South of Burford Road.’  
                Minster Lovell Parish Council Planning Policy states no development North of Burford Road. 
                The Parish Council will need to clarify this in future iterations of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

10.2 Please see information above in 10.1.To receive feedback and next steps from the Neighbourhood Plan  
        Parish Consultation Event held on 30

th
 May 2026. The Community First Oxfordshire will produce a report  

        from the information gathered at the Public Consultation event. 
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         Cllr. Haley thanked Cllr. Usherwood and the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group for all of the work they had put  

         into organising and carrying out the Consultation Event. 
 
         The Council agreed to hold a Day to celebrate the Chartist Heritage event in the Village next year and include a  
         Fun Day for the children in the Village at Ripley Avenue play area.  Mr. Kew was asked if he and the History  
         Club would support the suggestion and be involved with organising and planning the day. This was to be an  
         agenda item at the July Parish Council meeting. 
 

11. Art Project 
11.1 To receive feedback and next steps from the Art Project Parish Council Consultation held on                 

                30
th
 May 2026. The total S106 funding for the Art Project was confirmed as £16,000.00. 

                There had been two drawings and plans received for the Art Project. The Council agreed to now close  

                receiving any further ideas as this had been advertised for several months.  This will be an agenda item for  
                the July Parish Council meeting for consideration of both proposals put forward and make a decision. Both  
                participants were present and were given a few minutes each to talk on their proposal for the Art Project.  
 
12. Policy review – for decision 

12.1 The Parish Council received and adopted the Financial Risk Register subject to the changes made with Cllr.  

        Usherwood proposing, Cllr. Eaglestone seconding and all in favour of approval subject to receiving the  
        updating version via email. Cllr. Eaglestone confirmed that a date had been arranged to go through the  
        Parish Council items at the Scout Hut. The Council agreed for Cllr. Eaglestone to purchase some PPE  
        equipment for use at the Scout Hut.  
12.2 The Parish Council received and unanimously approved the Standing Orders. 
12.3 The Parish Council received and unanimously approved the Code of Conduct and agreed for a link to be  

        added to WODC’s Code of Conduct. 
 

13. Allotments report – Cllr Ushwerwood  
13.1 The Parish Council received and noted the update on the allotments included in the report which Cllr.  
         Usherwood had provided prior to the meeting. 

13.2 The Parish Council reviewed and unanimously approved the allotment policy.  
13.3 To receive an update on tenant annual fees and water rate payments. – All invoices have been sent out one  
        each for the annual allotment rent and one each for the water charges incurred during 2025.  
 

14. Ripley Avenue Amenity Area:  

14.1 The Parish Council received a monthly Inspection Report which had been circulated by Cllr Paul Lees who  
         confirmed that he had met with John King to go through the inspection required. The Clerk  
         agreed to cover over the outdated contact details on the sign at Ripley Avenue play area. 
 14.2 To receive an update on damage and repairs – The clerk has contacted the supplier as work hasn’t been  
         carried out as per the company’s commitments. The Clerk has insisted on a date that has not been  
         forthcoming. The company has promised that they have passed this onto their team to expediate a date to  

         commence the work. A quotation is being sought to repair the damaged mushroom stepping stones, the  
         damaged seesaw seat and the damaged surface. 

         14.3The Parish Council received a report on the provision of CCTV at Ripley Avenue Play Area provided by Cllr.  
                Cooper. The Councillors discussed equipment and signage required and gave authority to Cllr. Cooper to  
                spend up to £100.00 on signs required at Ripley Avenue play area. 
 

15.  Highways and Traffic 
15.1 Quiet Roads Proposal – To discuss the quiet road proposal. Please see Cllr. Walker’s comments in agenda  
        item 8. 
15.2 Speed reduction Brize Norton Road – This was discussed at 15.3 – Community Speed Watch. 

        15.3 Community Speed Watch – The Parish Council agreed for Cllr. S. Lees to continue with setting up an online  

        application for Community Speed Watch to enable the use of speed watch equipment from the police for up  
        to a six-month period on a free of charge basis. There would need to be three volunteers on each occasion  
        to carry out a Community Speed Watch session. Training would be provided. 
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16. To discuss correspondence received that requires action: 

 Cllr. Walker agreed to take up an action with the police on the amount of crime being carried out in the 
Village. Details of incidents to be forwarded to Cllr. Walker to be able to follow this up.  

 Fun Day: If not able to get climbing wall and bouncy castle for a Fun Day in August the Parish Council 
agreed to postpone and combine the event with a Chartist event in the Summer of 2027.  

 The deadline for the advertisement of the Parish Clerk’s role was to be extended to 29
th
 June 2026. 

 
 

17. End of Year Accounts & General Governance & Accountability Return for 2025/26. 
17.1 The Parish Council received and noted the Annual Internal Audit Report. 
17.2 Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 – The Parish Council received and unanimously  
17.3 approved Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 and it was duly signed by the Chairman  

           and the Parish Clerk. 
17.4 Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 – The Parish Council received and approved Section 2 –  

            accounting Statements 2025/26 and it was duly signed by the Chairman and the Parish Clerk. 

17.5 Notice of Public Rights: The Parish Council approved the dates for inspection of the accounts to  
            commence on Tuesday 16

th
 June 2026 and ending on Monday 27

th
 July 2026. 

 
18. Emergency Plan – The Council received and approved the updated Emergency Plan which had been  
             circulated by Cllr. S. Lees who had also agreed to be the Emergency Plan co-ordinator. In the absence  
             of Cllr. S. Lees, Cllr. Usherwood and Cllr. Haley agreed to act as co-ordinator in the event of an Emergency. 

 
19. St Kenelm’s Hall – The Parish Council agreed to add this to the July Parish Council agenda to agree to 

formally write to the Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust agreeing in principle for the Parish Council to request 
the purchase of the entire site in the ownership of Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust.  
 

20. Village News – The Parish Council received a draft article for the Village News: July – September 2026. It was 

unanimously approved with the insertion of revising the Emergency Plan and asking for street co-ordinators to 
assist people in need when an emergency arises and people who would require help in an emergency to 
contact Cllr. S. Lees so that contact details can be collated. Details collected would solely be used when an 
emergency need requires it. A Whats App group was to be formed to speed up the process of getting things 
into place when required in an emergency situation.  

 

21. Finance  
 
21.1 The Council received updates on the monthly bank reconciliation for May 2026 and noted balances: 
 Current Account: as at 31.5.2026 £33,266.36 
 Instant Access Account: as at 31.5.2026 £33,838.76 
21.2 Cllr. Usherwood proposed to approve the receipts and payments due in June 2026. Cllr. Eaglestone  

        seconded the proposal. All voted in favour of the proposal. 

Spendin
g powers Payee Invoice No Details 

Payment 
method 

Net 
amount 

£ 

Total 
amount 

£ 

115 R Hubber PC02 Grass cutting at St Kenelms churchyard Online 300.00 300.00 

106 V Oliveri N/A Clerk’s salary June 2026 Online 1221.93 1221.93 

103 Multi-hands 1229+1250 April and June cleaning bus shelters Online 110.00 110.00 

142 M/L Village 
Hall 

MLVH-
2026-47 

Feb-May 2026 Village Hall hire Online 290.13 290.13 

 MLPFT LL/26/25 Legal costs agreed. Online 670.00 814.00 

117 Ansvar - Annual insurance premium Online 787.20 881.66 

102 Lisa 
Wilkinson 

11062026 Internal audit 2025-26 Online 250.00 250.00 

 
     The meeting closed at 9.36pm.                                                                                                                         
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