Neighbourhood Plan community event 
30 May 2026
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
We want to hear your thoughts about the DRAFT VISION AND POLICIES of the 
Minster Lovell Neighbourhood Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk2854535]
	DRAFT VISION 

	To retain our separate identity as a rural parish set in open countryside, protecting and preserving our unique historic heritage to ensure that the numerous listed and non-designated heritage buildings and items endure. 
To safeguard our heritage, landscape and rural setting in order to sustain a safe, attractive, friendly and distinctive place where residents and visitors continue to enjoy the village’s quiet beauty and history.
To protect and conserve the River Windrush and the rural environment, recognising its importance to wildlife, and community well-being. Also to maintain green spaces, countryside views and separation between settlement areas so that Minster Lovell retains its own character and does not get subsumed into neighbouring villages or towns such as Witney, Curbridge, Brize Norton and Carterton. 

	YOUR THOUGHTS

	















	DRAFT OBJECTIVES

	· To ensure that new housing development is consistent with Minster Lovell’s designation as a Tier 3 large village suitable for a small to medium scale of growth
· To support housing development which meets identified ‘local to Minster Lovell’ housing need
· To avoid Backland development
· To maintain the separation of Minster Lovell from the surrounding settlements of Witney, Brize Norton, Curbridge and Carterton 
· To ensure that the design of new development contributes to achieving Net Zero. 

· To ensure new development conserves and enhances the rural, historic and character of the village
· To encourage exemplary design quality and innovation
· To preserve the high-quality and accessible countryside setting of the village, open landscapes, and key views 

· To seek opportunities for biodiversity net gain and nature recovery
· To pursue local climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives
· To ensure new development positively responds to the climate and ecological emergencies. 
· To protect important green spaces from development

· To protect community facilities and services from unnecessary loss and encourage proposals to sustain and improve their viability
· To maintain and seek improvements to existing parking infrastructure and ensure appropriate parking infrastructure in new developments
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	[bookmark: _Hlk181256071]POLICY HD1 – SETTLEMENT BOUNDARY

	A. The Neighbourhood Plan defines the Settlement Boundary as shown on the Figure XXX.

B. The policy will not allow extension of development into open countryside or beyond the built-up limits as represented by the Settlement Boundary. This is in order to avoid the loss of identity of the settlement, and in order to protect and enhance the local landscape and rural setting of the settlement. 

C. Development proposals within the Settlement Boundary for sustainable development will be supported provided they are in accordance with policies of the development plan. However, if housing is proposed within the Settlement Boundary in an edge of village location this should immediately adjoin existing housing development.

D. Outside of the Settlement Boundary development proposals will be supported on allocated sites only in accordance with policies of the development plan and policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	




















	POLICY HD2 – COALESCENCE AND GREEN BUFFERS

	A. Development proposals should respond positively to the setting and separate identity of the various settlements and built development in the neighbourhood area. The separation of the settlements of Minster Lovell and Witney should be particularly respected. 

B. Proposals in these parts of the neighbourhood area which would result in the loss of or an unacceptable reduction of their openness and/or the contribution which they make to the separation of the various built-up areas will not be supported. 

C. Access improvements which respond positively to the character and scale of area between Minster Lovell and Witney and which would enhance the character of Minster Lovell village will be supported where they conserve the open and tranquil character of the landscape. 

D. Development proposals within the settlement should safeguard the special qualities of the open space intertwined within the village and its contribution to the character of the village and wider landscape.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	



















	POLICY HD3 – HOUSING MIX


	A. The housing mix on major development sites of 20+ dwellings should be guided by policy requirements, Housing Register data specific to Minster Lovell, and evidence derived from a parish Housing Needs Survey undertaken in the previous three years. Where a parish Housing Needs Survey has not been undertaken in the previous three years, this should be undertaken by the applicant. 

B. Applicants for major developments are encouraged to provide a higher proportion of affordable housing units than that set out in Local Plan policy, taking into account recent local Housing Needs Survey and Housing Register evidence.

C. The affordable housing proportion on a major development should give first priority to applicants with a local connection to Minster Lovell parish. 


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	





















	POLICY HD4 – ZERO CARBON TRANSITION AND RESOURCE EFFICIENCY

	1. Development which achieves net zero operational carbon from total energy use, as set out at Policy DM5 of the Local Plan will be supported.  

A. Development which incorporates UK Net Zero Carbon Building Standards will be supported.

B. Innovative approaches to the construction or redevelopment of zero carbon homes and community buildings which demonstrate sustainable use of resources, maximise opportunities for the use of renewable and low carbon forms of energy, and achieve high energy efficiency levels will be supported. Examples include, but would not be limited to, modular Passive Haus homes, earth sheltered, rammed earth, or straw bale construction.

C. Retrofitting of existing development which incorporates and utilises modern design techniques such as EnerPHit will be supported.
D. Development must be designed to be water efficient and reduce water consumption using the ‘Fittings Approach’ in Table 2.2 of Part G of the Building Regulations.
E. Development proposals which demonstrate water efficiency which exceeds the requirements of Local Plan Policy ESD3 through measures including, but not limited to, those set out below will be supported: 

I. Water-saving fittings for toilets and showers; 
II. Grey and rainwater harvesting and storage facilities; 
III. Permeable surfaces for driveways, access paths, recreational areas such as play areas, pavements, and cycleways; and
IV. Suitable green roofs and walls to support run-off control.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	











	POLICY RS1 – CHARACTER AND DESIGN

	Development proposals should be of a high standard of design, in keeping with the character of the area as identified in the Minster Lovell Character Assessment and the Minster Lovell Design Code and, where relevant, the West Oxfordshire Design Guide. Residential development proposals will be supported provided that they are limited to infill (given that no sites within Minster Lovell parish appear on the proposed shortlist of sites for adoption within the Draft Local Plan 2043), and as appropriate to their nature and scale:

· They are in keeping with the scale, density, height, design and appearance, orientation, roofscapes, layout and use of materials of adjacent development;

· They reference important characteristics, such as key spaces, verges, walls as well as building styles, plot occupancy, rural setting, and the relationship to key views; 

· They protect small areas of greenery, including verges, for the contribution they make to the streetscape and environment;

· They enhance the special interest and significance of any designated heritage asset and its setting in keeping with its immediate setting; 

· They do not result in adverse impacts on noise, odour, air pollution and light pollution;

· They provide sufficient suitable outdoor storage space and siting for refuse, recycling and parking of cars and bicycles. These should be discreetly sited wherever possible, i.e. not in front of dwellings; and

· They safeguard trees, hedgerows and water features that have high amenity value, are important to the character of Minster Lovell and are valued community assets in terms of their natural capital and contribution to wellbeing.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	










	POLICY RS2 – KEY VIEWS

	Development proposals will be expected to have regard to the key views (identified at Figure 10 and described in Table 2) and wherever possible should seek to maintain and enhance them.
1. Looking North beyond Horse & Radish Pub over the Windrush Valley
2. Looking North over Windrush Valley towards Leafield Spire
3. Looking South over Fields beyond the Allotment Gardens


	


























	POLICY NC1 – BIODIVERSITY AND NATURE RECOVERY

	Development should maintain and enhance the unique features of the natural environment of Minster Lovell and its intrinsic ecological value. As appropriate to their nature and scale, development proposals, as appropriate to their nature, scale and location, development proposals should:

I. Seek to deliver a minimum biodiversity net gain of 20% and measured by a recognised biodiversity accounting metric against a baseline ecological survey detailing wildlife habitats, including trees and hedgerows and their conditions;
II. Demonstrate how potential impacts on Designated Sites (described above and at Figure XX) and habitats of high conservation interest, where relevant, have been considered;
III. Demonstrate consideration for nature recovery improvement measures as described in the Local Nature Recovery Strategy as relevant to the MLNDP area;
IV. Undertake appropriate ecological surveys from a suitably qualified ecologist;
V. Provide wildlife corridors that allow wildlife to move from one area of habitat to another;
VI. Include walking, wheeling and cycling links on new/ improved green infrastructure corridors to create multifunctional routes;
VII. Incorporate features into fences and walls that allow dispersal of wildlife through areas of green space and gardens, where ecologically relevant;
VIII. Incorporate features within the built environment such as roosting or nesting bricks and boxes, green roofs, and habitat piles of stones and wood; and
IX. Ensure lighting within and around development respects the ecological functionality of movement corridors. Certain species of invertebrate and mammal are highly sensitive to inappropriate lighting. In these circumstances surveys are expected to determine where these movement corridors are and measures put forward that demonstrate how these will be protected and enhanced, including but not limited to: minimising light spill from internal lighting; using a warm spectrum of light for external lighting; shielding lighting to avoid upward light spill and avoiding uplighting; using timers and movement sensors to avoid the use of external lighting when it is not needed for safety reasons.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	










	POLICY NC2 – THE WATER ENVIRONMENT AND BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

	As appropriate to their nature, scale and location, development proposals should:

I. Include measures to ensure that watercourses are protected to preserve the sensitive environment on site and downstream, including preserving or enhancing their status as defined by the Water Framework Directive;
II. Provide a minimum of a 10m buffer of complimentary habitat between the built environment and top of the bank of the watercourse on development adjoining rivers or streams;
III. Supply details of ecologically beneficial management of buffer habitats to protect the aquatic environment from pollution and disturbance, and to create movement and habitat corridors for wildlife; 
IV. Take opportunities, where possible, to restore degraded aquatic environments to a more semi natural condition; and
V. Explore the provision of new ponds and areas of wetland where appropriate.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	



















	POLICY NC3 – NATIVE PLANTING AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE

	As appropriate to their nature and scale, development proposals are encouraged to include seeding, tree, and shrub planting, that: 
I. Incorporates planting and seeding which is informed by the local landscape, geology, and ecology; prioritising species which are native and resilient to climate change, taking into account the findings of the Minster Lovell Biodiversity Report; 
II. Use species and planting distances appropriate to the location, balancing public amenity and biodiversity; 
III. Design planting adjacent to paths and other publicly accessible areas to maximise user safety and minimise opportunities for anti-social behaviour;
IV. Include a clear planting plan demonstrating resilience to disease, pests and climate change; 
V. Ensure planting, where possible, is visible in whole or part from the public realm to capture associated well-being benefits.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	




















	POLICY NC4 – TREES AND HEDGEROWS

	A. Proposals for new development should retain veteran trees or hedgerows within sufficient space to allow them to be assets into the future and retain their integrity. 

B. As appropriate to their nature, scale, and location development proposals should provide additional planting of native tree and hedgerow species. Protective buffers of complementary habitat will be expected to adjoin these features, sufficient to protect against root damage and improvement of their long-term condition. A minimum buffer zone of 10m (or greater if required) is considered appropriate, and 15m for ancient woodland.


	YOUR THOUGHTS

	























	POLICY NC4 – LOCAL GREEN SPACES

	THE STEERING GROUP IS CURRENTLY UNDERTAKING RESEARCH REGARDING THE POTENTIAL ALLOCATION OF LOCAL GREEN SPACES. 
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	POLICY IF1 – COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE AND FACILITIES

	A. Proposals to create additional and new recreational facilities (including but not limited to potential improvement projects which are compatible with the existing village character and form, and support a more inclusive community, will be supported. 

B. Development proposals for additional or new recreational facilities which would involve the re-use of suitable, existing buildings will be particularly supported.

C. Changes of use or loss of buildings and areas currently designated for recreation and play will not be supported unless the change of use is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the benefits of which clearly outweigh the loss of the current use.

D. Where appropriate, development taking place within Minster Lovell will be expected to be supported by appropriate investment in supporting community infrastructure – both on and off-site. The type and nature of this infrastructure should be based on a current and future community needs, as identified via discussion with the Parish Council. 

E. Proposals which enhance the existing PROW network and consider the development of new rights of way and footpaths to connect with the PROW network will be supported.
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	POLICY IF2 – PARKING

	A. Minster Lovell Parish Council, in conjunction and discussion with other relevant authorities and as soon as possible before development begins, will seek to ensure that, as appropriate to the nature and scale of the proposal:
I. [bookmark: _Hlk200693819]New development takes an innovative approach to parking solutions and considers a mix of site-appropriate options in line with expectations set out in the Oxfordshire County Council Street Design Guide and taking into account Oxfordshire County Council Parking Standards for New Developments;
II. New development does not exacerbate existing parking problems within the village (see Table 1 above); and
III. Parking design and location has regard to the Minster Lovell Character Assessment and Minster Lovell Design Code and minimises the impact of the private car on the street scene.

B. New development is encouraged to go beyond minimum expectations regarding the provision for EV charging points for new homes and associated parking spaces, including visitor spaces. Where this cannot be achieved provision for EV charging should be made in safe, accessible and convenient locations, including at any new community hubs in new developments

C. Development that reduces the available parking space Minster Lovell will not normally be permitted.
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MANY THANKS - YOU CAN ALSO COMMENT BY EMAILING: or clerk@minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk DOWNLOADING A FORM ONLINE AT: https://minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk/ 

PLEASE SEND US YOUR COMMENTS BY 14 JUNE 2026
  

This feedback form is completely anonymous. Your data will be processed by Minster Lovell PC and Community First Oxfordshire (a local charity which is supporting the PC with the Neighbourhood Plan) in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (2018). You can read Community First’s Privacy Policy at - https://www.communityfirstoxon.org/privacy-policy/. You can read Minster Lovell PC’s privacy notice at https://minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk/privacy-policy/ 
